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Senior English Essay Evaluation Levels 

SUPERIOR (exceeds the thinking and writing objectives) 


The quality of the argument and the quality of expression range from impressive to outstanding. They are integrated and reinforce each other. The essay presents itself as an impressive unity in all six sub-criteria.  The thesis shows complexity of thought; the organization is seamless; and the quality of evidence is convincing.  The language, syntax and use of rhetorical devices all reinforce the meaning and overall style adds an element of artistry to the effect.

COMPETENT (meets the thinking and writing objectives to a substantial degree) 


The quality of the argument and the quality of expression show some complexity but lack the sophistication and integration that mark a superior response. The student can take a position, organize his or her thinking, select evidence to support it, and write in such a way that the overall impression is one of control. There tend to be no major weaknesses in any of the sub-criteria that detract from the overall impact although it is possible to write a competent essay with a weakness in one particular category – e.g. the thesis might lack sufficient complexity; the supporting evidence might be weak; or mechanical faults distract the reader at times.

ADEQUATE (meets the thinking and writing objectives to an adequate degree) 


The quality of the argument and the quality of expression are adequate, but the student has not excelled with most of the sub criteria. The student can sustain and support a straightforward position without obviously contradictory elements, and express it in terms that do not interfere with or detract from the reader’s understanding. The structure is likely to adhere closely to a formula (e.g. the five-paragraph essay). Some areas may show weakness, but the weaknesses should not interfere with the reader’s general understanding.

MARGINALLY ADEQUATE (meets some of the thinking and writing objectives to some degree) 


Either the quality of argument and/or the quality of expression demonstrate serious deficiency in one or more of the sub criteria areas. The argument may be simplistic, poorly organized, and/or poorly supported, or contain contradictory elements; however, the reader is still able to grasp the writer’s basic argument. As well, the response could be seriously weakened by lack of clarity in expression. In fact, if the overall expression is inadequate, this is sufficient to reduce the essay to the unacceptable level. Serious weakness in any one of these areas might be so apparent as to create an overall impression of weakness, and thus reduce the response to the unacceptable level.

INADEQUATE (meets few, if any, of the thinking and writing objectives) 


Either or both the quality of the argument and the quality of the expression fail to meet, even minimally, the objectives of the essay component of the English 12 examination. The student is unable to formulate or sustain a position, and/or cannot write without causing serious reader confusion. Essays which are completely off topic or which deliberately distort the topic fall into this category. 

